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From the Director 
Sharon Sherry 

ñTeaching kids to count is fine, but 

teaching them what counts is best.ò   

Bob Talbert 

 

As the year draws to a close at Olam 

Tikvah Preschool I like to reflect on all 

that we have accomplished in the past 

school year and begin to think about 

what we can start to work on for next 

year. 

At Olam Tikvah Preschool, each child is 

encouraged to explore the environment, 

make discoveries, ask questions and 

gain competence by engaging in 

ñhands-onò activities. Young children 

learn best by ñdoingò. Our school is a 

special place where children learn 

through play in an accepting, 

stimulating, and nurturing environment. 

Play is a childôs work and is an essential 

component of our program. Our 

developmentally-appropriate program 

promotes all aspects of a childôs growth: 

physical, social, emotional, cognitive 

and spiritual. Our goal is to help 

children become independent, self-

confident, inquisitive learners! 

 

By weaving Jewish traditions, holidays 

and values into the Olam Tikvah 

Preschool program, we help to foster a 

sense of Jewish identity in our students. 

The celebration of Jewish holidays 

throughout the year and our weekly 

Kabbalat Shabbat program help children 

to develop a strong Jewish foundation.  

Hopefully, through your children, you 

too have learned and have fostered a 

connection to the Jewish community at 

the preschool, the synagogue and 

beyond. 

All of this could not be accomplished 

without our outstanding teaching staff:  

Tobey Greenberg, Sondra Mann, Livia 

Jacob, Sally Arnstein, Nechama Retting, 

Ellen Rubenstein, Evie Stein and 

Lauren Ortiz.  In addition, I would like 

to thank our fitness instructor, Arleen 

Root, and our music specialist, Carol 

Boyd Leon.  They help all of us to grow 

in body and spirit!  A special thank you 

to the Olam Tikvah rabbis for enriching 

our Kabbalat Shabbat experiences with 

story and song.  My thank yous would 

not be complete without a recognition 

of all of the hard work of the Olam 

Tikvah Preschool Boardðyour tireless 

devotion is much appreciated.  Lastly, 

thank you to you, the parents, for 

sharing your wonderful children with 

us.  

From the Classrooms 

2s Class: Terrific Twos 
Evelyn Stein & Lauren Ortiz 

It is hard to believe that this is the last 

newsletter of the school year.  I am so 

pleased é 

Continued on Page 2 

 
3/4 Day Class 
Livia Jacob & Nechama Retting 

Can you believe it is almost the end of 

the year? Time flies when you areé 

Continued on Page 3 

Pre-K Class 
Tobey Greenberg & Sondra Mann 

Itôs hard to believe that the year is 

almost overé.   

Continued on Page 4 
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From the Classrooms 

2s Class: Terrific Twos 
Evelyn Stein & Lauren Ortiz 

 (Continued from page 1) 

éwith the parents that either called me 

or told me in school that their child was 

so well prepared for Passover.  Save 

their projects and take them out next 

year; they will bring such 

fond memories.  The 

childrenôs first projects are 

so special to the family.  I 

think these projects will 

always bring a pleasure to 

everyone as you remember 

those very happy days when 

your children were much 

younger. 

 

You all received an e-mail 

explaining Yom 

HaôAtzmaout and Lag 

BôOmer.  The children are 

still asking when we can 

make another bonfire.  This year, the 

children were so amazed by the beauty 

of our classroom fire and the story of 

Rabbi Akiva. 

 

In 

September, 

when the 

children 

entered 

school, they 

were babies.  

Some did 

not yet 

speak and 

other spoke 

only in 

phrases.  

Now, almost a year has gone by, and we 

have eight little teachers telling me how 

to do things: what songs to sings during 

circle time, asking to hear a story again 

and again, asking to paint another 

picture, and some asking to use the 

bathroom or get a drink.  

 

Each child can say the Shema and 

Modei Ani.  They have learned songs in 

English and in Hebrew.  Lauren and I 

have increased our Hebrew vocabulary 

during our mission to teach the children 

new Hebrew words. 

 

No classroom could run smoothly 

without hard work and special planning.  

Iôm so thankful to Lauren for her 

contributions, imagination, and her 

high-tech computer skills.  She is a 

genius with a computer.  She is my right 

hand and dear friend ï I can always 

count on her.  Lauren, I am so grateful 

for all that you do 

to keep the 

classroom 

running so 

smoothly.  It has 

been my pleasure 

to work with you. 

 

Finally, the 

weather has 

warmed up and, 

for us, it means 

that the two year-

olds can spend 

more time 

outside.  The 

children have a lot of energy and our 

outside activities are very welcomed by 

the parents and the children, who love 

to be outside.  Getting Vitamin D into 

our bodies is currently a big focus in 

healthcare.  We are trying to do our 

part! 

 

Looking back over the months that we 

shared together, the children have 

progressed so much.  They have been 

excellent 

teachers 

and I 

hope that 

I will be 

able to 

use this 

knowledge with next yearôs class and 

carry out the lessons that I have learned.  

This year is the foundation of your 

childôs education.  It is important that 

the foundation be solid to allow 

continuous growth. 

 

Lauren and I have loved your children.  

We ñkvelledò at their accomplishments 

and know that we had an important part 

in their progress.  We thank you, 

parents, for the great year that we had 

with your children.  We will treasure 

our many memories and thank you for 

all of your support and help that you 

have given us all year long.  Keep in 

touch ï we would love to hear from you 

all. 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

Evie & Lauren 

 

CLEAN-UP DAY! 
Marissa Salli 

Thursday, June 10, is the annual parent 

clean-up day! 

 

Everyone will meet promptly at 9:00 

AM to clean, take inventory, check for 

missing parts and put away all toys for 

the summer.  Parents must help clean 

and/or watch the children. 

 

All parents will meet at 9:00 AM and 

start cleaning in their child(ren)ôs 

classroom.  When your child(ren)ôs 

classroom is complete check the 

remaining classrooms to see if you can 

help in there as well. 

 

Clean-up day will be complete when all 

the classrooms are clean.  Participation 

of all families in clean-up day is a 

required part of our cooperative 

environment. 

 

Feel free to bring your own gloves, 

especially if you have sensitive skin!  If 

you have any additional questions 

please contact Marissa Salli 

rissnnilo@yahoo.com or 703-272-3334. 

mailto:rissnnilo@yahoo.com
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From the Classrooms 
3/4 Day Class 
Livia Jacob & Nechama Retting 

 (Continued from page 2) 

éhaving fun learning and growing!  

Your children have made remarkable 

progress since the beginning of the year.  

They have 

grown both 

physically and 

socially.  The 

friendships 

they have made 

with each other 

and other 

children in the 

school are 

delightful to 

watch.  They 

have learned 

and improved 

upon many 

skills that we, 

as adults, don't realize are skills that 

take time to master.  After all, counting, 

singing, listening, cutting, gluing, 

dancing, cooking, sharing, painting, etc. 

are very important skills! All of these 

skills were accomplished within the 

framework of "play."  That's the best 

way for children to learn. 

 

 

 

 

These last few weeks of school we have 

been learning about Shavuot, the Ten 

Commandments, harvesting, Mt. Sinai, 

bugs, and Spring.  We also had our 

annual Beach Day and Circus Day 

festivities. 

 

We've had a wonderful time this year 

with Kabbalat Shabbat, Music Fun, and 

Fitness! We are so happy to 

have Miss Carol back!  

 

 

We would like to extend a 

heartfelt thank you to 

all the parents and 

children who brought 

us flowers and cards 

and who helped to 

make our Teacher 

Appreciation 

luncheon so delicious.   

 

 

Also, thank you to all 

the parents who took the time to 

come in for Parent Participation 

Day and Dadôs Day. We really 

appreciate all your help and 

kindness!   

 

 

Thank you also for sharing your 

children with us each day. It has been 

our pleasure to teach your children 

and to watch them as they grow 

and progress. This 

class has made leaps 

and bounds in so 

many ways! Our fine 

motor skills have 

improved so much, 

and our gross motor 

skills too! We are 

learning how to share, 

and become friends. 

We have a few 

shiddachs (marriage 

matches) all ready-

made for the future! 

J 
 

We would like to wish the Shalva 

family and the Topman family good 

luck in their new homes; we will miss 

you!!  Keep in touch!!  

 

 

Have a great summer and weôll see you 

in the fall! 

 

 

Nechama and Livia 
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From the Classrooms 
Pre-K Class 
Tobey Greenberg & Sondra Mann 

 (Continued from page 2) 

éThe children have grown so much, 

not just physically, but socially and 

academically as well.  The children 

have all been talking about and sharing 

their ñkindergarten orientationò 

experiences.  Yes, they are ready to end 

the preschool chapter of their lives and 

o open the elementary school chapter.   

 

Our journals are complete and went 

home on Monday.  Remember, we 

skipped around with our letters, so look 

for the dates on which they were done 

to see the progress.  We tried to 

incorporate ñThe letter of the weekò 

with our weekly theme.  

 

Our 

curriculum is 

what teachers 

call an 

ñemergent 

curriculum.ò  

This means 

that ï for 

every topic we 

talk about ï 

we intertwine every area of learning: 

math skills, science ideas, language arts, 

social, music, and physical skills all 

become a part of that learning.   For 

example, when we found insects on the 

playground, we took out the ñplayò 

insects.  We grouped them by 

characteristics, learned about and made 

various graphs of the insects based on 

their characteristics, 

size, etc.  We sang songs 

about insects, made bug 

homes and bug crafts, 

and acted out our 

favorite Eric Carle 

books about those 

insects. 

 

The end of the year 

brought many fun and 

new things.  On Beach 

day we got a little wet, played in the 

water table, and did some water 

experiments.  On Circus Day we tried 

on the role of different circus 

performers, had our faces painted, 

walked the tightrope, and more.  On 

Monday, June 7 we celebrated our 

summer birthdays along with other 

birthdays we missed celebrating in 

school due to illness or weather. 

 

Our ñbook writing and illustratingò has 

been lots of fun.  The children love to 

see their pictures and words in print.  

After Stepping Up we will distribute 

them, along with the many pictures 

weôve taken of the children at work.  

  

Have a safe summer, 

 
Morah Tobey & Mrs. Mann 
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From the President 

Stephanie Sussan 

By the time this article hits the presses, OT Preschool parents everywhere will be stocking up on Kleenex in 

preparation for the OTPS Stepping-Up Ceremony. Each year, I promise I wonôt shed a tear. But now as I approach my 

fourth stepping-up ceremony, I know better. 
 

I know that taking that trip down memory lane and seeing how much our children have grown, thrived, and developed 

over the last nine months is astonishing, heart-warming, and tear-inducing.  
 

A few short months ago, some of our students werenôt talking; now each of them can recite the Shema without 

hesitation. In September, many of our kids couldnôt pedal a bike; now weôre thinking about signing them up for a 

kiddie bike race! And, itôs hard to believe that those that couldnôt write their names can now write their names ï and all 

of their friendsô names, too! 
 

It truly is a blessing watching these children blossom from babies into little people with their own individual thoughts, 

skills, and dreams. We owe so much to our amazing teachers and staff ï a huge heart-felt thank you to Mrs. Stein, Mrs. 

Ortiz, Morah Nechama, Mrs. Jacob, Morah Tobey, Mrs. Mann, Morah Sally, Mrs. Rubenstein, and Morah Sharon 

Sherry! Iôd also be remiss if I didnôt thank our amazingly dedicated board of directors: Ronnie Tepp (Membership), 

Brittanie Werbel (Communications) , Gerri Sterling (Synagogue Liaison), Heidi Freeman, (Secretary) Marissa Sall i 

(Treasurer), Andi Ferrari (Tzedakah), Raena Close (Fun N Nosh), Karen Robinson (Participation), Stacie Kaplan (Past 

President), and Julie Lifland (Treaurer).  
 

It was my great honor and pleasure to serve as president of this remarkable community this past year. I am looking 

forward to even more great things to come! 

 

. 

 


